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Book Reviews 117 

Genetic Philosophy of Education. An epitome of the published edu- 
cational writings of President G. Stanley Hall, of Clark University. By 
G. E. Partridge, Ph.D. New York : Sturgis & Walton. 

The large quantity of Dr. Hall's writings makes a summary 
very desirable. This book is not an introduction but a con- 
densation. It presents the views of an educational writer as 
does a chapter in a history of education. As such it is useful. 
The arrangement is convenient and logical. The four parts into 
which the book is divided are : the foundations of education, the 
principles of education, the school system, and special problems. 

The author aims to give Hall's views without criticism or 
discussion of his own. It is an exposition of doctrine merely. 
He tries and, I believe, succeeds in bringing out the funda- 
mental ideas which run through Hall's writings — the chief of 
which is the evolutionary explanation of all conscious processes. 

Dr. Partridge retains many of the characteristic superlatives 
of President Hall, but the extravagance is toned down somewhat. 
It is more sane and sensible but less entertaining. The reader 
will miss the fun he is accustomed to have in reading Hall. It 
is the enthusiasm leading to extravagance, which gives much of 
the force in his writings. The brilliancy and novelty are lacking 
in the epitome. One feels as if he himself might have used such 
expressions, but when reading Hall he feels that he could not 
have said it in that way and would not if he could. If a student 
wishes to know what Hall thinks, and does not care for the 
inspiration, if he wishes thoughts and not emotions, doctrine and 
not the man, he can save time by reading this abridgment. 

J. F. Messenger. 



Thomas Ritchie : A Study in Virginia Politics. By Charles Henry 
Ambler, Ph.D. Richmond, Va. : J. P. Bell Company. 

There have been social Virginians whose public careers ex- 
tended over long periods, and were active in the shaping of 
affairs in Virginia. Sir William Berkeley, from 1640 to 1676 
(with an interval under the Commonwealth); James Blair, com- 
missary of the Bishop of London, president of the College of 
William and Mary, member of the council, from 1683 to 1743; 



